Some Classroom Uses for Podcasting
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First Things First: Tips on the Plan

Amazingly enough, this first step is the one many podcasters skip: develop a plan. Before you start recording, think about
what you want to say, and organise your show accordingly. Make notes, prepare your interviews (if any), and try to improvise
as little as possible. While a completely spontaneous show can sound good if you’ve got the knack, the best podcasters
prepare their shows in advance and work hard to provide interesting content.

1. Have something to say. You can certainly just ramble for a half-hour, but unless you have a unique voice (or are really
funny) people won’t come back. If you make a podcast just to provide the drivel that’s on your blog, don’t bother; stick to
text. It’ll save you time, and it’s easier to find out what you have to say.

2. Be prepared. Make notes before you start talking; only a rare few can improvise for a half-hour or an hour. In fact, few
people can really improvise for more than a few minutes. Make detailed notes, and, if you’re interviewing someone, prepare
questions in advance. However, don’t let notes or questions keep you from diverging if you find something better to say.

3. Be short and simple. Too many podcasts try and fill an hour with whatever it takes to fill that time. You will be much more
likely to get listeners to try out your podcasts if they are short. If listeners like the shortcasts, then they’ll stick around for
the longcasts.

4. Be clear. Learn how to record, edit, and produce your podcast. Also, if you’re interviewing someone, don’t interrupt.
Learn when to talk and when to let the guest speak. You can edit later.

5. Be yourself. Unless you’re a professional journalist or radio broadcaster, you won’t make people think you are. Don’t try
using that “radio voice”, and don’t try to talk about things you don’t know about. Do talk about what turns you on: even if
it’s a hobby, such as beekeeping, an impassioned delivery by someone who knows the subject can be interesting.

6. Be unique. The best podcasts are the ones that are unique or original. Don’t copy in style or content. Podcasting, like
writing, is creative.

7. Provide detailed program notes.
8. Add or sound effects to punctuate your show. Make sure the music you use has creative commons.

To sum up, creating a good podcast is like creating any type of quality content, be it music, words or audio. With a fair
amount of intention, originality and creativity, you can share your thoughts with others through podcasts. But only the good
survive; so if you want to reach an audience, do your best to make sure that people come back for more.

There are thousands of podcasts available today, but it’s easy to pass most of them up because they don’t stand out - figure
out your angle, and run with it!

Remember to listen and use podcasts to enhance your learning and teaching!



